NEWSLETTER

WORSHIP

Pictured above is the view
from the balcony during the
singing of the middle hymn on
Easter Sunday. Worship
attendance has been
increasing steadily over
recent months. On Easter
Sunday we had 375 people in
attendance; the highest since
2005 (when we started digital
record-keeping.)

We continue following the
worship order in wide-spread
use by most Protestant
denominations. It progresses
from an initial awareness of
our need for renewal, through
reminders of God's continued
compassion for us, to the
point where hearing God's
word, in turn moves us to
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respond inspired and so
depart rejuvenated. Thisis
why we reconnect with God
at the start of worship by
confessing whatever may
separate us from God. With
closeness restored, we then
receive God's Word, read
and proclaimed, which not
only moves us to reiterate our
personal faith in God, but
also closes out our time of
worship by offering God
expressions of our grateful
awareness of God's blessings
and guidance fo us.

May each hour of worship
hold unique opportunities for
you to connect, or re-
connect, with both God and

other children of God. May
the music and the spoken
parts of worship facilitate
such an experience of God
that we cannoft but leave
worship changed and
rejuvenated.

Johann Bosman,
Senior Minister

IN THis ISSUE

e Summer Camps for Kids
o Staff Farewells

e Summer Worship

* Mobile Meals

* May Calendar

® 2012 Hosting Schedule
e Altar Flower Dates




FROM THE CHURCH CHAIR, MAUREEN LEE

I would like to think it has
been God's plan we have
arrived at where we are
today. Thoughtful actions
over the past few years
have resulted in our church
being in a very stable
position in many respects.
The church leadership has
successfully implemented
revenue generating
opportunities, cost
reducing plans as well as a
focused effort to analyze
and control our church
budget.

On the spiritual side, the
focus has been to create
personal experiences
which inspire ways o
connect with our God and
our faith. Today our church

is uniquely positioned to do
great things!

Whether it is God’s plans or
in corporate terms a
strategic plan, there are
times in life when you need
to look at who you are and
in the process of
infrospection, understand
your strengths and
weaknesses. From that
process there is the
opportunity to grow from
that understanding.

The church board has
invited church growth
consultant Reverend
Cameron Trimble to meet
with members as we take
steps towards
understanding our church
and its position in our lives

and the life of our
community.

On May 10t at 7:00 p.m. in
the Welch Chapel,
Reverend Trimble will
facilitate the first of which
we hope will be a series of
discussions and strategic
planning sessions.

linvite and encourage you
to come to the May 10th
meeting and join us as we
identify the strengths of our
wonderful church and
develop those strengths
info an inclusive and
coherent plan which
inspires others to join us in
our faithful service to God!

Maureen Lee,
Church Chair

Listen to the Rhythm of
Creation! - A Fine Arts Camp
for Children

This summer, June 25t -29th
we will inaugurate a new and
amazing camp for children
that has a specific focus on
music and the arts! The
theme for this year will be

Listen to the

R@fﬁm 0][ Creation

A FINE ARTS CAMP FOR CHILDREN
JUNE 25 - 29,2012

Register at www.CommunityChurch.org

"Listen to the Rhythm of
Creation" and will include
music from around the globe
that explores the
wonderment of all God has
created.

Classes will include, choir, Orff
instrumental ensembles, art,
movement and handbells.
The camp will be held daily

from 8:30am until 2:00pm and
costs $125 for members and
$150 for non-members. Visit
www.CommunityChurch.org
for more information or to

sign up!
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Praise God for Mothers

RUMMAGE SALE
Saturday, May 5th, 9am - 2pm

Come to volunteer, shop...or do both!
All proceeds benefit our Outreach
program.

RUMMAGE SALE CLEAN Upr & BBQ
Sunday, May ét, 11:30am - 2pm

Help to restore Fellowship Hall after the
Rummage Sale and then celebrate our
success with a Thank you BBQ.

MOTHER'S DAY WORSHIP
Sunday, May 13, 10:30am

We invite you to a very special Mother’s
Day celebration on May 13th.

You are invited to bring your mother, or
remember your mother, during our
10:30am Family Worship, as together
we will celebrate and honor
motherhood, our mothers, their
presence and our memories.

CONFIRMATION SUNDAY
Sunday, May 20, 10:30am

Our Confirmation Class has been
meeting since the beginning of the
year, exploring topics such as the
Bible, faith and the trinity. On
Sunday, May 20th, they present to
the congregation their reasons for
joining our church. We also say
farewell to our Sunday school
teachers, as well Aiko Mauldin,
Youth Choir Director, and Rositsa
Abrasheva, Administrative
Assistant. A special reception in
their honor follows.
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OUTREACH

Community
Congregational Church
has a long history of
community outreach, need
based scholarship giving,
and benevolent

activities. The Outreach
committee of the church
tries to focus the resources
of the church, both
monetary and spiritual, on
areas of congregant
interest, taking the Word of
God and putting it into
action!

Special Offerings: This Past
year we had special
offerings at Thanksgiving,
Christmas and Easter,
which provided financial
support for INIC, Down the
Block, and replenished the
Neighborin Need Fund
which supports most
outreach projects at our
church.

Rummage Sales: Our
church has been blessed
with hard working,
thoughtful and resourceful
members. Each year
members of our
congregation help
organize and implement
two rummage sales! These
Fundraisers are a critical
resource that provides
outreach with the funds
needed to allow our
church to continue to help
those of God’s children
who are in need.

Mobile Meals: New this
year is our “Mobile Meals”
project. Culminating on the
last Sunday of every month
our congregation joins
hands in baking, buying,
collating, delivering and
distributing a hot lunch and
breakfast bags to Mother

Cabrini Park outside of
Penn Station Newark.

The Food Pantry:
Throughout the year food is
donated or purchased by
our congregation and the
community of Millburn at
large and delivered to the
food pantry at the First
Congregational Church of
Irvington. By establishing
this partnership with FCC
Irvington our hopes are to
build-up a much-needed
resource to feed our
neighboring families in
Irvington.

St. Ann’s Soup Kitchen:
Community
Congregational Church
has committed o provide
volunteers to St. Ann’s Soup
Kitchen in Newark.
Members of CCC whom
have visited and
participated in the soup
kitchen operation believe it
to be meaningful as well as
a good fit for both
organizations. If interested
please contact either Tracy
Silver or Jeff Hlavacek for
upcoming opportunities.

Millburn High School SAT
Tutoring

Program: Outreach is
funding the food and
refreshments for the SAT
tutoring project for
Irvington High students at
Millburn High in hopes of
adding a social element to
the academic setting.

SHF Mission Trip: The
Outreach Committee
provides scholarships for
students to attend the
Senior High Fellowship
Mission Trip.

Grants & Scholarships:
Community
Congregational Church
Continues to support two
merited scholarship
programs for at-risk
students:

1. Tri-County Scholarship
Fund provides
scholarship support for
economically
disadvantaged youthin
grades K-12. CCC
participates in the Adopt
-A-Student program.
Through this program CC
has supported 3 students,
Kasey Alarcon, Alex
Bosque, and Shariq
Marshall with $2700
scholarships since 2010.

2. Student Partner Alliance
offers a way to help
economically
disadvantaged but
determined youth from
the inner cities of Essex,
Hudson, and Union
Counties earn their high
school diploma in an
alternate community-
based private school
environment. CCC ‘s
support has enabled five
students to come closer
to their dream of
attending college and
leading successful lives.

Outreach Committee
Members:

Jeff Hlavacek (chair)

Barrett Bencivenga

Matt Libera

Nancy Schrader

Tracy Silver

Susan Van Tassel

June Whiting

Meredith Wright

~Jeff Hlavacek, Chair
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SAT TUTORING PROGRAM RUMMAGE SALE & BBQ

Mobile Meals is a hands-on
outreach program of our
church, where 125 Lunch
Boxes and 125 Breakfast
Bags, assembled at our
Church, are delivered and
served at an outdoor,
public location near
Newark Penn Station in
Newark. The program
allows you to participate in
whatever way you are
comfortable and/or able -
by baking at home,
assembling the meal at our
Church or delivering the
meal fo Newark.

Our next Mobile Meal will
take place on Sunday, May
27t and we hope you will
be able to help!

We have started an SAT
Tutoring program between
students of Millburn High
School and students of
Irvington High School. 40
Irvington students, who may
have not otherwise taken
the SAT, come fo our high
school for 1 %2 hours of
individual tutoring over the
course of 8 weeks. The
program is not only
infended to pass on the
knowledge that our
students have for the SAT,
but to provide an
exchange between
students of the two
communifies. If you have a
high school junior or senior
interested in being a tutor,
please speak with Jennifer.

Rummage Sales are the
main fundraiser for our
Outreach events
throughout the year and
our next Sale will be held on
Saturday, May 5t, with
clean up and a Thank You
BBQ on Sunday, May 6.

Come on the 5th to
volunteer or shop...or do
both! Then help with clean
up and celebrate the
success of the sale at the
BBQ the next day. Many
hands make light work!

April's Mobile Meal delivery. While waiting on line at a public park adjacent to Newark Penn
Station, each guest was served hot chocolate, lemonade or hot tomato soup by Brad & Nancy
Schrader, Lynn Magrane and Johann who arrived while the food parcels were still being
assembled back at church. By 1:15pm all 125 lunch & breakfast parcels, had arrived and were
handed out by Jeff Hlavacek, Andy Fresen, Cami and Spencer Konecky, and Jennifer — assisted
by the "soup and drinks” crew. Sign up online if you would like to serve on May's Mobile Meals
delivery crew. Friends who may be interested in our church are always welcome.
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STAFF FAREWELLS

guided young voices to sing
anthems and songs with
sweet innocence and great
musicality that added to our
worship experience on a
regular basis. Please take a
moment to read her
accompanying note.

Grateful for years of inspired
service to our church, we
are saddened to see two
staff members leave their
posts.

Aiko Mauldin, Youth Choir
Director, who grew our
singular youth chair, into a
blossoming group which
has yielded two separate
choirs debuted on Easter
Sunday, is leaving us on
May 20th. She directed and

Rositsa Abrasheva,
Administrative Assistant, who
provided stalwart support to
both programming and
operating aspects of our

Dear Johann,

blossomed and | can see it can grow further.

continue growing the youth music ministry.

church life together.

program. Please accept my resignation effective June, 2012.

will always be grateful for our time together.

and bless the growth of the music ministry.

Sincerely,
Aiko Mauldin

church, is leaving us at the
end of July. Rositsa has
been accepted into a Ph.D
program in Computer
Science at Stony Brook
University. As proud as we
are of her achievement, she
too will be missed.

Come to a special farewell
reception after worship on
Sunday, May 20th to join us in
saying "goodbye” and to
wish them both well.

The past years have been professionally and spiritually significant for me. | am grateful for
the leadership opportunities given to me and time spent serving the church family.

| especially enjoyed teaching children sacred music and growing the Youth choir. It has
However, | know | cannot be the person to

Over the past few months, it has become clear to me that | need to make a few professional
changes in order to better serve my family. Though | have enjoyed being a part of the
church family, | feel it is time my family to worship together on Sundays and experience

Though this is difficult, it is time for someone else to offer leadership to the youth music

It has been a privilege to help shape the tenor of the Sunday morning worship service and |

It is my hope and prayer that God will bless the work at Community Congregational Church

Hannah Burke, who served as our
Seminary Intern last school year,
has been called to a church in
Riverside, California, and was
ordained on March 25.

The service was held at the First
Congregational Church in
Westfield and both Jennifer and
Jeff Dahlman participated. Jeffis
the moderator of the New Jersey
Association of the UCC.

HANNAH BURKE’'S ORDINATION
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CHILDREN’S EASTER PROJECT

On Easter Sunday, every child decorated a
quilt panel with words of encouragement
and thanks, some of which are reproduced
to the right.

The quilt will be sent, along with other care-
package items, like Girl Scout Cookies
(donated by the Montessori School) to LCpl
Jonathan Stark and his unit, who are currently
serving their first tour of duty in Afghanistan.
J.T., as he is known to his friends, is a close
friend of one of our Sunday School teachers,
Bianca.

Lance Corporal Jonathan Stark (J.T.) and his
unit are serving their first tour of duty in
Afghanistan. JTis a close friend of Bianca,
our 5th - 7th Grade Sunday School Teacher.
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VACATION BiBLE CAMP

At Vacation Bible Camp
2012, “"Operation
Overboard,” children will
participate in cooking,
crafts, games, music,
science and drama
classes. Each day, children
will explore a new Bible
story through song and
drama, with a Bible Buddy
character that will help
them to remember what
they have learned.
Activifies include practical
lessons that translate to
their experience as Pre-K
and elementary school
children.

Invite friends to take part!
VBC is more fun with friends
and neighbors. Held
Monday, Aug. 27t - Friday,
Aug. 315t from 9am to 2pm,
the program is open to

children aged 3 through
5th grade and the (non-
refundable) cost for the
whole week (or any part of
it) is $100 per child for
members and $125 per
child for non-members.

Visit CommunityChurch.org
o register and click on the
VBC box.

Students in Junior and
Senior High are able o
participate as teacher’s
helpers. If you have a child
who is entering éth, 7th or 8th
grade who would like to
help, please contact
Jennifer so we can include
him/her in planning and
assignments.

Parent participation in the
program is highly

encouraged! If you are
available for all or part of
the week, please contact
Jennifer. Further
information about when
help will be needed will be
available as the program
draws closer.

Volunteer Opportunities:
VBC offers short-term
opportunities for you to
help! Look at the sign up
board in Fellowship Hall for
individual ways to
volunteer, like by
coordinating one day'’s
snack or helping with the
Drama Class one morning.
If you would like more
information about when
and how you could be of
help, please speak with
Jennifer.

acation Bifkle€
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Register at www.CommunityChurch.org
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WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY LIFE OVER LUNCH

Wednesday morning Bible
Study is led by Jennifer and
meets in the front office at
9:30am. We continue fo
study the book of Exodus.

New people are always
welcome, so come and
see how fun Exodus can
bel

McLoone's Boathouse:
Please join us for Life Over
Lunch on Wednesday, May
23rd at noon at this
dramatic new restaurant
on the corner of South
Mountain Reservation.

If the weather is nice, we
can dine outside by the
lake; if not, the interior is
spectacular.

Our topic of discussion will
be “Summer Reading”, so
bring your suggestions, and
Johann and Jenn will share
theirs. Please email or call
Ellen in the office by
Monday, May 21st and let
her know that you will join
us!
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Early October 2012
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Archeology and studies of ancient civilization trace fun-
damental elements of society and our world today, all
the way back to ancient texts and objects—some of
which are more than 5,000 years old.

What are these religious and cultic texts and objects
about? Who used them, and why?
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In the upcoming month of
May, look for the following
people around the church
to wish them a happy
birthday:

5 - Gail Kellogg

6 - Ellen Bene

7 - Johann Bosman
12 - Catherine Gerbino
15 - June Carver
16 - Andi Weening

On March 25th, we
welcomed the following
new members to our
Church:

D Annette Dietsch

. Justin and Veronica
Ucko and their
children: Rowan, lan &
Lawson,

. Meredith and Douglas
Wright and their
children, Roman, Theo
& Ada.

If you have something that
you would like to share with
the congregation, such as
an anniversary, graduation,
wedding or birth, please
email Ellen.

To add your birthday to our
birthday list, which is
published monthly, please
email Ellen.

Thank you for your
generous donations for
Altar Flowers!

The Board of Deacons has
decided to allow multiple
dedications for Altar
Flowers on any given date.
This is done in order to give
equal opportunity for
dedicating flowers on a
particular date of personal
importance.

There are datesin 2012
when the dedication of
flowers is available. Please
email Rositsa if you would
like to donate the altar
flowers on one or more of
these dates:

June 3
June 17

For additional information
or o donate flowers on any
date in 2012, please
contact Ellen.

2012 Psocss

Below is a fiscal snapshot of selected financial data,
including our total pledge & collection income to date and

our fotal expenses to date.
please contact Ellen Bene.

Actual to 4/30/12 Budget to 4/30/12

If you have any questions,

Pledges 127,448 123,106
Loose Collection 18,166 21,298
Total Expenses 284,793 264,766
Deficit/Surplus -3,947 20,623

If you haven't already sent
in your 2012 pledge, there
is still time to do so! You
may place your pledge
card in the offering plate
on Sunday mornings or mail
it to the Church Office. If
you have questions about
your pledge, please
contact Ellen Bene.

“Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love;
The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.”
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PLANNED GIVING

Let me be among the first
tfo acknowledge that
Stewardship in connection
with CCCis a “stew”
compromised of many
things other than money,
prominent among them
being participation.
However, it is a painful truth
that money is an element
of the “stew” which is
crifical fo our continued
functioning and our very
existence. So make no
mistake, | am writing here
to talk about money —
specifically planned giving.

Having just passed through
the frials of tax season, |
would like to take this
moment in time o suggest
that tax planning and
planned giving to
Community
Congregational Church go
hand in hand, and it is
never too early to start.
You have all no doubt
been plied with entreaties
from the alma maters of
your parents, spouses,
siblings, children, and your
own misspent youth,

offering you a variety of
investment opportunities
which can add a
substantial charitable fax
deduction to yourincome
tax return while providing a
flow of income returned to
you which, depending on
the circumstances, may be
fax free. These investment
vehicles are not the private
province of the secular
world but are available for
the support of Community
Congregational Church as
well. Vehicles such as
charitable gift annuities,
charitable remainder trusts,
and pooled income funds
may be familiar to you, but
have you considered the
wonderful support that
would be afforded to CCC
if it were the beneficiary of
such a tax or estate
planning device?

Perhaps the easiest
planned gift to understand
and to make is a bequest
to Community
Congregational Church in
your will as part of your
estate plan. This does not

need to be an intimidating
project. If you have already
done a will with careful fax
planning, it may be possible
to incorporate CCC in that
plan with a simple codicil — a
short, relatively simple
document - rather than
going through an overhaul of
your entire estate plan.

So, as you put plans in place
for easing your tax burden
this year, ask your financial
adbvisor if there is a way that
CCC can help ease your tax
burden now and the fax
burden on your estate and
provide you benefits in the
future. While we are not and
cannoft be in the business of
giving you financial advice, |
would be happy to provide
you with literature on a
variety of opportunities and
suggest other sources of
information to you.

Happy Planning!

Ken Leiby
Stewardship Chair
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2012 WORSHIP HOSTING TEAMS

May 6

Humphrey, Jenkins, Jordan

13

Kellogg, Kerr, Konecky

20

Koroluk, Krueger, Lee

27

Lee, Lee, Gerbino

June 3

Libera, Lim, Luthy

10

Magrane, McDonald, McGraw

17

YCE Committee

24

Board of Deacons

July 1

ACE Committee

8

Worship Committee

15

Music Committee

22

Church Board

29

G & M Committee

August 5

Board of Trustees

12

YCE Committee

19

Outreach Committee

26

ACE Committee

September 2

Music Committee

9

Church Board

16

McHugh, Meng, Moran

23

Morcos, Murphy, Nichols

30

Oxman, Pereira

October 7

Petitt-Zabriskie, Piccininno, Poku

14

Rickert, Rieckers, Russotto

21

Rutherford, Schiavone, Schrader

28

Schirmeister, Schirmeister, Schroppe

November 4

Seelbach, Shailer, Siegfried

11

Silver, Soderlind, Strickler

18

Stone, Stone, Gunselman

25

Strigl, Sutter, Thwaits

December 2

Van Der Beck, Van Tassel, Weening

9

Welch, West, Whiting

16

Winterbottom, Hou, Zhang

23

Church Board

30

Board of Deacons
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WORSHIP HOST TEAMS

The Board of Deacons has
approved the continuing of
our Worship Host teams for
2012. All those who have
identified themselves as
Active Members are invited
fo take a turn as a Worship
Host on one Sunday
morning in 2012. Worship
Hosts provide ushers,
greeters and coffee hour.
The directory has been
divided alphabetically.
Please see the calendar for
2012 schedule.

Details for your Date:

You will receive an email
from the Church Office
with the others on your
"Host team” about a week
prior to your date. Please
communicate with the
others to coordinate the
activities of your team. If
you are unable to
participate on your
assigned day, please find
another family who is
available to switch, and
then let the Church Office
know of the change.

As your date approaches,
further instructions will be
provided to you with details
about the responsibilities of
the Worship Hosts.

If you have any questions,
email Rositsa. We look
forward to a year of sharing
“Community” with you and
your family.




WORSHIP HOSTING & USHERING GUIDELINES

Thank you for being hosts e Clear tables, fold table o Offering: After the

for the worship service! cloths and set the dirty service, two people

Below you will find the ones to be washed; need to return to the

hosting guidelines. Please ¢ Clean up kifchen and front of the Sanctuary to

let us know if you have any wash all the dishes; retrieve the collection.

questions. Thank you for e Take home leftover Please lock it in the

your help and service to food. Please do not closet in Ellen’s office

our church family! leave any food in the (ask Dimitar if you do not
The Board of Deacons fridge! know where it is).

® |ncase of an

Emergency:

- If someone is hurt or
hurting: Please dial 911
immediately! You may
assist the person after

COFFEE HOUR HOSTING
GUIDELINES:
O WHAT TO BRING:
e Cookies, coffee cake,
or finger food to fill 4

USHERING INSTRUCTIONS:
The four ushers should be in
the Narthex by 10:15am on
Sunday.

¢ Nametags: The pins and

platters. disposable nametags for you have called 911.
e Juice (2 gallons) and each usher are on the The response time
Milk (1/2 gallon); litle table in the left greatly depends on

e Snacks for the children
are always nice.

O WHAT T0 DO ON SUNDAY

MORNINGS

10:00am - Arrive at
Church:

¢ Please set up the
tables in Hauser Hall:
table cloths, napkins,
coffee cups, juice
cups, stirs, sugar and
creamer - all are on
the counterin the
kitchen;

e Setup food on
platters, pour juice in
cups, and fill 2
creamers with milk;

e Only coffee and hot
water for tea will be
provided by the
church staff. Members
of the Hosting team
are responsible for all
the setup and cleanup
associated with the
reception;

e Please do not operate
the large coffee
machine.

11:10am - Come

downstairs:

e Setf out the food on the
tables.

12:30am — Restoration

and Clean up:

corner. Please wear
both.

Greeters: One of the
ushers should go to
Hauser Hall o greet
people by the doors to
the entry hallway (not by
the stage) and join the
others af 10:35am.
Bulletins: Three people
should greet and hand
out Bulletins and
Children’'s Bulletins in the
Narthex. Be on the
lookout for visitors and
help them to find a seat.
We encourage you to be
friendly and greet both
memibers and visitors
alike.

Counting: Please count
people during the
Children’s Sermon. The
sheet for the attendance
is on the table with the
nametags and pins.
Collection: Please be
lined up in pairs ready to
collect the offering by
the fime the Children’s
Sermon is done. For
further instructions on
how to collect the
offering, please speak
with Dimitar, Johann or
Jennifer prior to the
beginning of the service.

how fast you call, so
please do not hesitate.
If you do not have a
cell phone, go to the
church offices where
there is a phone in
every room. Dial 911
directly.

- If the fire alarm goes
off, please wait for the
Minister to advise the
congregation fo leave
at which point, you
need to evacuate too.
The Ministers will wait
until everyone safely
evacuates, so you do
not need to postpone
your timely exit of the
building. Itis very
important that people
evacuate the building
in a fimely manner
and wait for the
firefighters to clear the
building for use. Do not
hesitate to leave when
you hear the siren.
Safety depends on
your timely
evacuation.
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